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Dr. Mireya Mayor

About Dr. Mireya Mayor

(secondary source)

e Type of Scientist: Anthropologist (studies human life) and Wildlife Correspondent
(interacts with wildlife and shares experiences with the media)

e Specialty: Primates

Dr. Mayor is a busy woman. She studies animals all around the world. She also

works very hard to protect animals from becoming extinct. You might even see Dr.
Mayor on TV!

Dr. Mireya Mayor Interview

(primary source)

e EdTechLens:

Why did you choose to specialize in the study of primates?



Dr. Mireya Mayor: Well, anthropology is the study of man, and primates are man’s closest living
relative. And it was again during that class that | started learning about primates that were on the verge
of extinction. Some of them we knew nothing about — we had no photographs of them. There were
literally just a couple of hundred of them left in the wild, if that many! That's what got me motivated to

help those animals.

EdTechLens: What's the most challenging part of that job?

Dr. Mireya Mayor: When you're working with wild animals, you never quite know
what’s going to happen, or if you’re going to find the animals. You don’t know if it's
going to downpour and rain all day where it makes it difficult to track the animals. So it
can be very challenging at times just finding the animal.
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